The in vitro susceptibility of penicillinase-producing and intrinsically resistant Neisseria gonorrhoeae strains to 13 antimicrobial agents was tested. Regardless of the type of resistance, these organisms remained quite susceptible to newer cephalosporin agents, including moxalactam, cefoperazone, cefotaxime, and ceftazidime.
In recent years, many strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae have demonstrated increased resistance to penicillin (1-6, 8, 9, 11-17) . Resistance to penicillin occurs either because of production of beta-lactamase (penicillinase) or as a result of intrinsic resistance. The latter may reflect an alteration in one or more penicillinbinding proteins (5, 14) or a decrease in the permeability of the outer membrane to antibiotics (7) . The clinical importance of these observations has prompted a search for safe and effective antibiotic agents. The present study was initiated to compare the activities of 'several newer antibiotics against both beta-lactamasepositive and -negative penicillin-resistant N. gonorrhoeae strains. were the lowest concentrations which inhibited 50 and 90%o of tested strains, respectively.
MICs of the antibiotics used are presented in Tables 1 to 3 . Gonococcal strains inhibited by only 0.5 ,ug or more of penicillin G per ml were identified as resistant (9) . Both beta-lactamasepositive and -negative penicillin-resistant strains showed diminished susceptibility to tetracycline, as has been reported previously (9, 12, 14) . Beta-lactamase-producing organisms were 100-fold less susceptible and intrinsically resist- a Four isolates were from North CarolIna, and six were from the Phillipines. previously (1, 9 
